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they are ſaid ſtill to come wm bp and u meet 
in the: lame Aſſemblies: But in this Ex | 
fition the particle x is K. 2 
without ſigniſicatn, whereat the | 
which it ftands, navirally gives i 17 rel 
force and emphaſis in the Sentence: For 
8 is not Si Kay geg del aiper ers «va , but 
J% 20 aiteres cf. As if the Apoſtle 
bed bid hear there are ſome Divi- 
9 among you when you meet to- 
«oether. This report I can eaſily believe, 
 Checauſe know, that not only fach Con- 
<tentions as theſe, but Hereſies, Diſſen- 
«tions of a higher nature, which will cor- 
« rupt the Faith or divide the Commu- 
«nicn of the Church, will by the Provi- 
« dence-of God be permitted to ariſe in it; 
As this Senſe is ** the natural Conſtru- 
ction of the Words require, ſo it gives 
them ſo much greater Force, Clearneſs, 
and Connection with what goes before 
than the other, that we may conclude it 
to have been intended by the Holy Wri- 
ter: and that by Heer he meant Diſ- 
ſentions of a more dangerous* kind than 
thoſe he Rad before taken notice of; ſuch 
& "ſhould afiſe' on "Queſtions" of greater 
re) or de 1323 with greater 
n obſtinacy : 
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25 ſenſe "Woo." our Lord 
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4 eA Sermon preach'g before 
It muſt needi be that Offenctt come. Not 
that He is commendable or excuſable Who 
introduces theſe Herefes, or occaſions thele 
- Offences. They are to be conſider d as 

great Evils, and woe unto him by whons they 
come, But in the natural*Gourſe of things 
ſuch Evils will happen, and in the Scheme 
of Providence be requiſite for the * 
| tion of wiſe and Seen ma 


„N e no * iar 3 al 


| er for theſe Events, the common Frail- 


ties and Corruptions of Human Nature 
may prepare us to expect them in a So- 
ciety compoſed of Men. For Chriſtiani- 
ty, tho it preſcribes the beſt Rules for 
the Government of our Paſſions, and has 
provided the nobleſt Support to our In- 
firmities, yet does not intend to conſtrain 
our Obedience to its Laws, or overule 
our Liberty of tranſgreſſing them. And 
whenever the want of Humility happens 
to be the defectiye part of a Man's Tem- 

per or Virtue, a Perſon eminent in other 
reſpects for his Graces and Abilities may 
occaſion this Evil to the Church. A Su- 
perior Knowledge, unleſs corrected with 
a due proportion of Modeſty, is apt to 
elate and "pull up; to NON us A - 
. | 4 ä "8, N 11 7 
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pable of Inſtruction, and leſs ſubmiſſive 
do Authority than the Peace and Order 
_ of the Church requires. It cannot but be 
boHhbſer ved, chat, of all parts of our Know- 
leqdge, we are inclined to be fondeſt f 
thoſe in which we differ from other Men. 
Obvxious and indiſputable Truths are ge- 
nerally regarded with indifference. Tis 
the Ser and Diſtinction of ouhFt 
Knowledge, the diſcovering ſomething 
that Others have overlookt, which ſtrikes 
our Vanity, and affects us with Pleaſure. 
This we labour to ſupport with Argu- 
ments, and adorn with all our Eloquence, 
as an Acquiſition of our own, and in 
which we haye a ſort of Property exclu- 
ſive of the reſt of the World. And ſa 
long as this Ambition is conſined to points 
of mere Philoſophy, it may deſerve not 
only Indulgence but ſometimes even Praiſe. 
But the misfortune is, that the ſame Va- 
nity attends Men in inquiries of Religion, 
where all that is True is Old, and has been 
From the beginning, and conſequently. no 
new Concluſion can be admitted. But 
- eyen, here too it Wan Dull and Undi- 


ſtinguiſhing to tread on in the common 5 = 

Road, and Think and Believe as other . oy jj 
Men do. This will not ſufficiently. re- e 1 

commend. to publick nous, an FW 
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the Attention of the World. Something 
ew and Surprizing muſt be ſought for; 
Something that will argue a deeper Penes 
tration than other Men's, Toad intitle us to 
the Venerable — of Maſters, aud 
which whoſoever will learn muſt acknow- 
ledge himſelf to receive from us, and be 
lifted in the Train of our Diſciples. And 
if we obſerve how deeply this Paſſion is 
rooted in our Nature, and how difficult it 
is even for good Men to reſtrain it with- 
in due Bounds, and how naturally when- 
ever it is indulged in Religion it muſt 
lead Men into Hereſies, ve may from this 
ſingle Confideration conclude that the 
Church of God can never be wholly ſe« 
cur d from theſe Evils. And if we take 
farther into our reflection that Envy, Re. 
ſentment, and almoſt every other Paſſion 
may accidentally concur in produci 
them; That whenever it ha (and 
ten it muſt be expected to happen) that 
the Powers of the World giye encourage- 
ment to theſe Droifſons,” Avarice and fen- 
lar Ambition muft- be added to the cauſes 
of them; And laſtly, that the Malice of all 
its Enemies from without will be always -. 
vigtlant to cultivate every ſeed of Difſen- 
tion, to take advantage of every Paſſion, .. 
OST Incident that * 2 


PE 


de Univerhi of Oufird. 75 
React the Church; We maſtconfeſs that 8: | 
theſe Evil gre, humanly ſpeaking , ne IH. 
caſſarily and unavoidable : Events to 1 e 
ee e ordinary courſe of Things „%%% Crt ol 
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And accordingly we are by frequent pre · 
8 es of Scripture prepar d for them, 
as natural Effects of the corrupt Paſſions 
of Mankind. Thus St Paul, taking his fi- 
1 of — Church at N uſes | 
| as a principal argument for that V 
þ — . That "The. Ah, 
er ariſe men ſheaking per ver ſe 
za draw away. Diſciples after them. Then | 
Character He more —— deſcribes 2 
to: Trmathy,. as Lovers of their own ſeluu ß, | 
2 Frond; Blaſphemers , Diſobeazent,, _ 
z and, in general, cor- 

— by: the baſeſt P s, tho artfully 
cover d with s form of Godlineſr. The fame 

Propheay, with almoſt. the ſame Deſcri- 
ption of the Perſons, is repeated by Saint 
| Pat and Se Jas: Thus thre 3 "OE | 
& e LEAtners,, W ſhould privil 1 . 
damnable Herefies, even denying the Lord that 55 
Hought them. In their Character we are 
told They ſhould be Preſumptuous, ſeif-willed, ; 
not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, ſpeaking 
Fron ſwelling Wards of vanity, promifing Mou: 

20 * "ASUS „en Ne 
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Liberty, while themſelves were ſervants. of s 
ruption. And how fully theſe Precious: 
have been verify d, we are inform d k 
the Annals of paſt Ages of the Church, 
too 2 elt in bo wn we oa our | 
: Oy IE end += 
Aron falls b Teachers il Seducers 3 
| che Church muſt never hope to be perfect · 
free in this world. Neither ſhall we be 
irprized at the ſucceſs of their attempts, 
when we reflect that there will be Hear- 
ers too of like Paſſions; Light and Un- 
ſtable men with itebing Ears; ſtrongly in- 
clined to hearken after new Diſcoveries, 
and Pretenſions to direct them more ac- 
eurately in the way to 1 Eſpeci- 
ally when theſe Pretenſiòns ate recom- 
mended under the Uſual Cover of a diſin- 
tereſted Zeal for their Souls and their Li- 
berties. And if it ſhall happen that either 
à friendſhip with the Perſon, or an Eſteem 
for the Holineſs, Learning, or Character 
of the Heretick, concurs with theſe mo- 
tives, the Reſolution muſt be great and 
well founded, that ſtands unſhaken. And 
accordingly our Saviour expreſſes an un- 
common apprehenſion of a Seducer thus 
qualify d for Reverence and Attention, 
when he tells us, * F it were „ 


2 Mat. 24.24. 


\ 


*% 


[-- 


Eſteem, will .prove. 


8 1 


in 
_ hare 
who are approved 


- * 
1 £338 * - 


$34 5 5 


x: 0 HERS { 
there 40 


your «by ſine 


1 Deut. 13. 


Wing men into Here 


1 Gan An 15 4 42; 1 


 <\cErom whole the We. 5 
; © EL n . 


ay from the Religi 
em, they ſhould remember 
then 6 Gog proved them by yu 


of Oafoed. 9" 


27441 


— 4 


> * 
= 2 


B. 111. 


efes in th e C 


+ Aud . telle t. 
| of ariſe among; 


* * 


7 
9 
53 2 


* 
k # 


7.27 
8112 


* 


Nea 


nt that 


LY 


_ that as gw thallia.all Ages ariſe, ges 
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ie e Trial and eee 
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4 Dreamer F Dream, who ſhould endea- 
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_ indeed: applies, this; eſpecially to ſuch — 
_ ceivers, a8 ſhould come with an appeara 


WE, A Miracles: but-fince tis the. Efteem 
Authority chey acquire. by theſe Miracles 
— render them dangerous, whoever is 
2 — other Character recommended to 
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love the Lord their Gol 
And ſo when out Lord 
dad caution d his Diſciples again the va- 
1 rials of Rep 11 08 _ Ng 
ry Tas —— this 
h an falſe He tells chem, 
e 1 a Teſti- 
i. e.) Theſe Trials ſnould Prove and 
P tub the Integrity of thoſe who per- 
e in 5... 2 and et; 8 
A e Apoſtle eQ 
fer ves, that Bn 2 Would come, abat 
they who are approved night be made manifeſt. 
By which Expreffion we are not to appre- 
hend, that the Character of the Hlect is 
made more manifeſt to God than it was be- 
fore. He fees, without any ſuch methods 
of feritiny, with what ſteadineſs their Faith 
I ſched and how firmly they are unit- 
ed 40 his Church: And therefore They are 
here repreſented as Perſons: approved by 
him Antecedently to ſuch Trial. But this 
| Manifcſtation may be vnderfioed ce 
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tobe ible after a conf)&;. 30 
ſelf wich St Paul, v om eee 
I haver. apt the faith; When we gpierys 
1 the Number and\ Abilities pf. 4 
dare, in all Ages, been led aua) 5 
Temptation; When we dender 
ven Angels themſelves were ſeduced, inta 
Apoftacy'; and behold, in preſent exam - 
ples, the e that fall leſiaa us, Even 
the beſt of us may find reaſon to he diffi · 
dent of our A 3 and ſuſpect our xe; 
. nleis our Conſtancy has been 
tried, we: 4 — how, far an affection 
for the Perſon, an Eſteem for the Virtues 
and Abilities of any Man, may prevail on 
us:to- deſert the Faith or Communion of 
the Church. If ijpon experiment ve find 
our” ſelyes equal to the Trial, we ay then 


pe; well of our I i Sr at | 
eee ger hy 


| 3 og 
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Ser What — Apoſtle ſeems. here 
2 — 4 to intend, is that the reſt of the 
Church, upon the evidence of ſuch a Proof 
may acknowledge us in the Character of 
 fincere Members and faithful Seryants of 
" Chriſt. e * 2 
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duce the Hypocrite to aſſociate himſelf 


tn O erman preveWl before 
: wn unts\'God: onl y are they who ard bis, 
by: an ec cfm into their hearts: 
'To r erm ne has 9 _ N e 
| A than by outward a 
fm ND Elders nd, thereforvenpli 
feffions' f Faith have been alway 
kene en Terms of — © 25 | 
Society ;' And from all who ate intrafted 
with any Office in che Adminiſtration of 
its Polity, more full and expreſs Declara- 
tions are demanded, as a Teſt both of their 
Abilities fad Sincerity. But Tele, though | 
prudent and'neceſſary Cautions, yet are 
not always fufficient to reach the Heart, 
and diſcover the ſincerity of the Man. 
When the Church is favour d with Civil 
Encouragements, ſecular motives may in- 


with it: and the Honour and Diſtinction 
annex d to Its Offices, may engage his com- 
pliance with the Terms of receiving Them. 
Even an Enemy may, under this Diſguiſe, 
endeavour to recommend himſelf to a Sta- 
tion in the Church, by the advantage of 
which he may more effectually ſubvert it. 
And conſequently theſe Securities, though 
in the ordinary courſe of Diſcipline the 
beſt that can be taken, yet cannot — ö 
be depended on as a proof of Sincerity. 
But He who * ſtood firm in the day of 
R 4 * 


" be Una 4 Qufind... 13 > 


Tempra he- given an Exidenge of his 
Integrity which cannot de ſul] pected; and 


if to bis Faith he: bas, added Knowledge, ap- 
pear d A by the wh 46 5 e „ 
ers. „Al 0 © r8 an | | 

7 we thaſe , in wait to' deceive, : þ 

We mu Pires: him in dür eſteem not 71 
only as a ſincere Member, but as a ga | 

and 8 eee ch of e 
Letus hem... is Starch 
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| . "Tis a great and 1 ll 
tage to the Church, that tis hereby enabled 
better to exerciſe Its Diſeipline, to ſepa- 


rate the Hy pocrites from the ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, the ſound from the Corrupted Mem- 
bers of the Body. For if they who are 
eee are hereby made Manifeſt, They 

who are not ths fu be HOW 
ee ws 


The. 3 upon „ich any one 
is admitted or continued in the outward 
Society of, the. Church, ought. to be ęqui- 
table — legal Preſumptions that he 1s a 


Member that Ino þ Church of the E- 
of ſible 2 


Ve: * 
cb 8 HY, 
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leck, Which is app proved by "Chriſt; — 
tho Human Difcretion, Which can judge 
only by, external appearances, will never 
be Wie £ e to guard againſt Hy- 
0 0 It many Fatwa in tlie 7 


Church, who are not "Members — t 
Able; Yet Mill rhe more 2 
2 this Diſtinction is m 


may the Church be kept Roch 9 is Ahoy: 


and the more effeQually will Its Honour 
and Happineſs be Gated, And conſequent- 
ty thels Manifeſtations muſt be of great 
Wis to the 0 arc? in gs the 
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It may 4s WY itch. 4 1 
e ariſing hence to the Church, 
that hereby Its Enemies are diſcover d in 
their proper Character. While They can 
act under the Diſguiſe of Friends They 
are far more dangerous, 
and Unwary more eafly impoſed on by 
them: But when, either by à voluntary 
departure, or a red. ſeparation , their 
Character is declared, They A proper ar under 
markes of disgrace, and Men a 


Bat in this Kſpecilly is the — 
vantaged, 
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-and the Weak 


$09 fortify d againſt their 8 22 W 85 ” 


a 4 K * 9 * 4 N N * en "= a F — * l 
4 CEE" J C * _— * oY = a wo : 1 4 9 5 ls * N * > * * 3 >> 4 * 9 
* 4] . - — « - 7 Y 1 = ” > - 4 ? — LY 
o. * * , . b a Hd * 4 a4 — 4 3 a 
- boy 4 To 1 | \ 75 1 
. 8 bs my ' 4 * P 
= ' * / ** Pm. 
* 4 4 1 & ” © 2 
” 
, f : 


be Univerſity of Oxford, 15 
vantaged, that, by: theſe Manifeſtations of 
- thoſe why are approved, the Governours of 
It are enabled to chooſe fit Perſons to ſerve 
in the ſacred Offices of the Miniſtry. For 
tho the Church, as every other Society, 
is not without danger from a mixture of 
Perſons diſaffected to its Conſtitution, and 
the Principles upon which It is founded, 
in whatever ſtation They are placed ; Net 
Men of this Character become infinitely 
more dangerous if intruſted with Offices 
of influence and Authority in it. If the 
Guides and Shepherds are inclined to the 
Paths of Error, how ſhall the Flock be pre- 
ſerved from going aſtray? If 1 
are appointed who are prepared to betray 
their Poſt, how ſhall the City be ſecured? 
If that Authority of ine, Rule, and 
Diſcipline, which was given to the Church 
for a Light and , for Edifica- 
tion and Protection, be committed to her 
Enemies, the danger is imminent and 
hardly to be avoided; She will be mur- 
der d by her own Guards, and undone 
by her own Authority. Tis therefore of 
the greateſt importance to the Church, 
that They to whom it belongs to call and 
_ appoint Perſons to the ſeveral Orders of 
the Miniſtry, may be enabled to diſtinguiſh 
between Friends and Enemies; To chooſe 
"Neri: 4 | | 5 Men 


nk. Ir vide price g/ 


Nen of approved Integrity; Men who 
have been tried and found ge and 
equal to the Truſt kepoled in them 
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To bels Advantages; which are 8 
and obyious, many Others may be added 
ariſing to the Church from thoſe Trials. 

"Tis St Auguſtinr Reflection That though 

the Enemy of Chriſt s Church introduces 

theſe Diſſentions into it, with a deſign to 
weaken and ſubyert it, yet the Goodneſs 
= God defeats his Malice, 8 them 

a quite contrary Effect: For, y theſe oc- 

* ons of Inquiry; the Doctrines of the 

Church become more attentively conſi- 

ſider d, more clearly underſtood, more 
ſtronę iy ſupported, and more earneſtly 

preac 4 and by theſe means, i in the'Eyent, 
more firmly ERtabliſh' d than they were be- 

5 5 And tis obſeryable that as the firſt 

N Ages of the Church were not 

| „ ſo to the early aud va- 
5 Opyoſirions they gave to the Trath, 
(the Wiſdom of God ſo ordering) we owe, 
not only thoſe valuable Treaſures of the 

Church, the Writings of the prumitive Fa- 

chers, but alſo ſeveral parts of the ſacred 

Fs deliver dt to us in 200 gn: pak _ 
elves. — 


Sk 17 3 - 
I ſhall 
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„ ſhall only here add, that ptheappears = "0 
f theſe Dangers, the Paſtors of * 3 ä 
Duties ir Station, 


| To. a ee accurate fro into * e = 
State of thoſe committed to . — 2.5 | | 


To apply themſelves with more aluiduity © * 8 4 
2 — 8 
dhe exigencies of esch 22 | 
quires And at the. ſame time carefully to 
examane, their own Lives, and, by a pro- pt 
dent, holy, ugblameable c conduct, Reeg ug 4 
the and Influence of theic Min. | 


no. occaffon s 
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The time will not permit me to e 8 
dn theſe Conſiderations: but, from RY IP 
has been ſuggeſted, it may appear; That - 1 
the Providence of God, by which all BE „ 
yents are goxern d and made 75 p ſerve; toge- 
ther far the good of his Hled, improyes, even, 
of the Chu cktg. | 


et 


. 


— Ss A - 7 2 0 T ? * 3 ” 


* 
— 
oy 
* 
* 


* —_ 
Ws 
1471 


C „ * 4: > - Þ - * 2 7 ö 
— e Nite en | 
9 os 0 » * 1 a ; ; « 
» a 0 - 
What has ocurr d to us in the Conſide · 
. : : » * + % : , N ? . J k ; - 


ration of this Scripture, I beg leave to ap - 5 = 
Bly. — mY T . 4 


F * — 
e . 5 
_ . few 3 1 "is , Ee 5% we "* E N 
1 41 N 155 r by. £ 8 
f — a „ - « df k # : 
9 24 4 * . ' - 
N - f "== 1 7 } 4 
4 4 of” 1 
LY - 
. * 
* N ” 
. 7 ; may appear v bow 
3 - 
| : F * * * 
# © % 4 C 
. * 
. a on 
# - : p 4 | 
a - * 
* 4 — * 4 
t * ; - LEY 
hs - 
- L 
* 
- 
F 
— 
ATE. * | .Y 
Py : 
0 A S 
* * 
k 7 - - - he % 
* „ 5 * 
. 2 &3 
% * . ” 
* * „ " Fit . 
. * * 1 1 1 
* S 
: A 
n 8 
= 
2 * 
. 
0 — 
Ro * 
= 
o - 
- 


— "RY 


little r reaſon our Adverſaries of Ren re- 
proach us with thoſe Schiſms and Here- 
des which God has permitted to ver o 
Church; and Wy ofe them as an 

| of our rejection by Chriſt. It has been 
obſerved, that Theſe are neceſſary and un- 


avoidable Conſeqdencès from the common 


Paſſions of human Nature, and what the 
Malice of Its Enemies may be expected to 
foment in eyery Society? Nothing there 
fore can be moren uſt, than to conclude 
auy thing in ptgudice to dur Charch on 
account of Them. "Tt may as reaſonably 
| poſed of Men, ati 
big Enemies. won leaſt of all can this Ob 
jection become Thoſe, who are well known 
to have been the Authors of theſe) Evils 
to us. And when e recolledt the fre. 
| que Predictions of Chriſt and his Apo- 
1 Schiſins and Hereſies ſhould ariſe 
e Church which they founded, and 
S0 from Hiſtory, chat the pureſt Ages 
have been the moſt remarkably difqaiet- 
ed with theſe Evils ; That the account” 1 | 
them begins in the Writings of the A 
ſties chemſelves, and that, within leſs 
4 Century after their desth, the — 
of them is enlarged to a prodigious wu mull 
ber, We may rather preſume That Church, 
to a the Be ä llici- 


tous 


dentalen his 3 ta. be. a 


.  txye Chah Chris han, the contrary.. - 
Wu much at leaſt vue may wich certanty, 


f 


| randuddthatan Objeigayhich, ese: 
Wat A AC Inn ge 
cannot be a: prof of. the Corruption of 
1 any. Lid .orir Church omn in her Yor 
Qtrines,. at» Bndoutage, Mobs Laws the: 788 
.  Hevefics which have. 284 among us, 
ar were they quietiy fuffer d to prevail 
they might chen with ſome. golguc. he Ute 
— in reproach againſt Us, Bat we, an- 

r with the Apoſtle:[They ge our from | as. 
becauſe they are not of us : And, hleſſed be 
_— a juſt NI re has r 

n wanting in to them. An 
all the Schiſms, Errors, and Hexeſies, which: 
bave ever ariſen in the Chriſtian World, 
may with as much Juſtice be objected to 
the Catholick Church of Chriſt, as as the 
Crimes of theſe Enemies to our Peace: can 


1 N e »Neunee - 


« addy, Gan it be igen. fm d D.. 
vine petmiſſion of theſe Evils, that we are 
deſerted: hy God, or exchided from that 
care and affection with which he has pro- 
miſed to watch over and defend bis 
Church: fur we are aſſured that He, ap- 
. 3 wile ne 
C 2 3 


20 ane dah before 

; gracious Ends: That by them He tries 
and proves his Elect; gives them au in- 
ward ſoy and Conſolation in their own- | 
Integrity, and renders their Character Mi- 
miſe to the Church. How many and how” 
important advantages the Church receives” 
from theſe" 'Manifeſtations/, has 11 
ſome meaſure ober ved? and whSiever at- 
tends to them; eannot but adore the wiſ-- 
dom and goodneſs of God, who can thus 
overrule the Counſels of his Enemies, and 
derive ktrength and Eſtabliſnment to his 
Church Re een W 1. 
Deſtruction. 4 OR IF en A * * en n N a 
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| Theſeare che principal e I 1 
had in view from this Scripture; But 
there are ſome farther Corollaries, ariſing 
from the Doctrine here taught, which ve 
17 "well deſerre our attention, And A 


| ſk f, as wn Apoſtle affirms, the Airs 
vidential End of theſe dro 1s, that they - 
who are approved by God may be made ma- 
nifeſt then it follows, char They, who under 
theſe Trials perſiſt in the Faith and Com- 
munion of the Church, are thereby Ma. 
nifeſted to be Approved by God This Con- 
cluſion, indeed, we canaot extend ſo far, 
as to pronouns Hin, 8 thus n 
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| * in all reſpects approved by God; a 
Preſumtioi we may ſometimes have rea- 
ſon to diſcourage; But This we have 
hence warrant: to Simi on as one mark and 
Diſtinction of the Elect, and if the Man 
be equally regular in other reſpects, we 
are bound to receive and acknowledge him 
in that Saracker. ee e e | 
 ſo'follow 5 | 


| ally That They who "RU AR FOG 
1 into the Church, or follow thoſe who 
Introduce them, are thereby Manifeſted to 
be Diſapproved, or Reprobated by God; 
and 2 that the Church may and 
ought to treat Them in its Diſcipline, as 
ſufficiently diſcover d under that Chara- 
cter. Tho the Error of the Perſon may, 
by any internal” Circumſtance of it, be ex- 
cuſed by God, yet this cannot be diſcern d 
by Men. Nay ſuppoſing him even in the 
— on, yet, if the Governours of the Church 

otherwiſe,” They muſt proceed ac- 
ae to their-own Convictions, and 
not according to his. To Them he muſt 


appear Diſapproved by God, upon ſuch an 5 
Evidence as, in the Judgment of an Apo- 


file,” is a due anammem 


ren the whole, with great- Joy. ef 
£7 Comfort 5 


v; 


is one mark and Bvidence that He is 


Terror ought He who Divides, or Departs 
from any true Branch of Chriſts Church, 


ity © the cee te 
dect on the — here given, 25 


proved by God.” And on the Contrary, wich 


to obſer ve under what . ne is 
here deſcribed, Walk 0 


eh 1 am not 5 char all — 5 if 
Hereſies 'affume to themſelves the Title of 


the: true Church of Chriſt,” and are ready 
to turn the reproof of this Scripture 


upon 
us ; telling us, that They are the Lpproved;,; 


and We the — here d bed: 
By what Marks or Characters the True 
Church of Chrift is to be diſcern d, is a 
Queſtion of too great extent to be confi- 
der d- here. But I would obſerve in few 
words, That ſince every Sect aſſumes to 


its-ſelf this Character exeluſive of thoſe. 
from whom it ſeparates, 


and reſts on this 
Plea as the defence of its ſeparation, Alt 
manifeſtly agree in this Concluſion, that 
to Divide or ſeparate from a True Church 
of Chriſt is a grievous fin. And if a Pro- 
feſſion of DoQtrines derived from the Scri- 
ptures, and continued down thro all 


"= the Goſpel, and a Polity" DEE 


- 


the Scriptures, as 


ſtantly and without interrupti 


© ie Uidiuer/ity of outta 2 


"hs eſt Model uf Antiquity, can gi 
1 eker this Honour, the Church 
has been proved to have a more 
undiſputable Claim to it, than any of Her 


Creeds, the Writings of the firſt Ages, and 


all Strangers; And thoſe which we hold in 


common with them, They themſelves ac- 
knowledge to have. been from the beginning. 


The Articles we contend for 
Hereticks ariſen among 


againſt the 
us, have been con- 


tain d in the Church from the Apoſtles 
down to our Days 3 Whereas the DoQtrmes 


_ which oppoſe them, tho they have ſome 
of them prevail d far at certain 


and engaged a great number of Follow- 
ers, yet for large Intervals They have 


been perfectly ſilenced and .unheard of. 


And as to the Frame of our Polity; no In- 
ſtance has ever been produced of a Chri- 
ſtian Church govern d by any other for fif- 


teen hundred years after the Apoſtles. 


Theſe muſt at firſt View be confeſt to be 


ſtrong Preſumptions at leaſt, in favourof 
our Church againſt all Competitors ; And 
the more accurately we purſue the Inqui- 
be "+ 


ry, the more fully we 


Adverſaries. To the Doctrines in which 
the Papiſt, differ from us, the Ancient 


explained by them, are 


rmon preach 
that She is a true Branch of that 
which Chrift and his Apoſtles planted, and 
conſequently that to depart from Her Faith 
and Communion is to e from 28 rae. 
Church of Chriſt. | 
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May that God, -who is ; "able; to 

69834 out of Evil, improve all a 

to weaken or divide our Sion, to the Ma- 

nifeſtation of Her Friends, and the Difap» 

pointment of thoſe who hate Her. 

He give to Her Paſtors the Spirit o 

dom and Courage, and to every one of Her 

Members ſuch a Meaſure of his Grace in 
the day of Trial, That they may not be 

found of tbem who draw back unto ani, 

but of them who endure unto the Endto the | 
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